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Zora Neale 
Hurston’s 

many cultural 
contributions 
flourish during 
a celebration 
held annually in 
her hometown 

of historic Eatonville. A vivacious 
storyteller and Harlem Renaissance 
mainstay, Hurston penned folklore 
narrative that masterfully embodied 
Southern life.

Organized by the Association to 
Preserve the Eatonville Community, 
Inc. (P.E.C.), this year’s 26th Annual 
Zora Neale Hurston Festival of the 
Arts and Humanities commemorates 
its native daughter during a nine-day, 
multidisciplinary event from Jan. 24 
to Feb. 1. The theme of “Rhythms of 
the Diaspora: The Influence and 
Impact of the Music Created by People 
of African Ancestry,” unearths opera, 
rebirths the blues and gives just due to 
jazz as it uplifts Hurston’s legacy while 

unifying diverse populations through 
arts, culture and education. 

Cultural collaborations are the 
cornerstone for success as a unique 
community diaspora of its own invites 
“Zoraphiles” and the world at large to 
experience the exclamatory, four-alpha 
gathering known simply as ZORA! 

From Maitland to Mississippi 
Hurston’s global travels and ethno-

graphic research as a Guggenheim 
fellow advanced her cultural pedigree, 
which will be set to music on Saturday, 
Jan. 24 in Storyteller: Zora’s Inspiration 
to Music. American tenor Curtis Rayam 
Jr. sets the tone in this free concert  
at Rollins College. A classically trained 
opera virtuoso, Rayam has impressed 

audiences worldwide. Or indulge 
music’s lighter side in Maitland on  
Monday, Jan. 26 at Vines Grille and 
Wine Bar during “Eatonville’s Jazz 
Legend: Bernie Lee,” celebrating a 
musician whose roots reach back to 
historic Club Eaton.

A documentary screening of 
WattStax takes place on Tuesday at 
Maitland’s Enzian. In response to the 
1972 Watts Riots, the Watts Music 
Festival empowered African-Americans 
with live performances.

Mississippi Delta Blues is a presenta-
tion by Dr. William R. Ferris—a widely 
recognized scholar in Southern studies, 
African-American music and folklore 
from UNC Chapel Hill—who will  
host the program on Thursday night  

at the new Dr. Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts.  

Preserving Historic Black Towns 
Eatonville is the nation’s oldest 

incorporated African-American mu-
nicipality and a symbol of pride best 
associated with Hurston’s heritage. The 
town exudes an inherent will to sustain 
its legacy, and to encourage other  
communities to do the same, the 
Historic Black Towns and Settlements 
Alliance (HBTSA) was created as a  
consortium of five African-American 
mayors representing Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana and Mississippi.

An inaugural conference for the 
group, sponsored by P.E.C., will 
convene on Jan. 29 and 30. Happening 
concurrently is the World Conference 
of Mayors, which moved its annual fall 
meeting from West Africa to Orlando 
to coincide with ZORA! 

Turn Up for Outdoor Fest!
The Outdoor Festival of the Arts 

shapes ZORA! during its final weekend, 
Jan. 30 to Feb. 1. A long-standing 
tradition of the festival, “Education 
Day” falls on Friday, Jan. 30 and is an 
integral component to cultivating 
young minds. In addition to book 
giveaways and special performances, 
the Naval Air Warfare Center, Florida 
High Tech Corridor Council, UCF 
College of Medicine, Valencia College 
and Orlando Science Center are team-

ing up to offer S.T.E.M. workshops to 
students in grades six to 12. A creative 
writing workshop for students in 
grades nine to 12 may yield the next 
novelist to ink genius akin to Hurston’s. 

Marketplace vendors will line 
Kennedy Boulevard, where crowds 
from all cultures can enjoy family fun 
and international cuisine. 

Hurston’s “feather-in-hat” style will 
be spotlighted Saturday, Jan. 31 during 
the trendy “HATitude” brunch. It’s one 
of the most popular festival events, so 
be sure to get tickets early. 

Live entertainment on center stage 
is a ZORA! favorite. The legendary 
Maze, featuring Frankie Beverly, is 
scheduled to wow fans with funk and 
soul anthems on Saturday at 3 p.m., 
while jazz saxophonist and flautist 
NAJEE will perform the next day at  
3 p.m. The Platinum recording artist 
and New England Conservatory-
trained impresario guarantees both a 
sultry and jubilant close to ZORA! 

In addition, the Zora Neale Hurston 
National Museum of Fine Arts will be 
exhibiting Taking Aim: The Art of Bayeté 
Ross Smith. An opening reception will 
be held Jan. 28; the show runs through 
July 31.

For tickets and a full schedule of 
events, visit zorafestival.org.

Independent lifestyle journalist Penny 
Dickerson has a passion for interesting 
people and places.

SOMe Of the beSt-knOwn ZOra! eventS 
take place on the last weekend of the festival, 
including hatitude and the Outdoor festival 
of the arts, which features artists, vendors 
and live performances, including a concert by 
jazz musician najee (above) on feb. 1.

Cultural
Collaborations

Find a rhythm to call your own at the 2015 Zora! Festival.
By PENNy DickERSON

MuSIC IS a MajOr draw for this year's ZOra! festival. featured performers include the 
legendary Maze, featuring frankie beverly (above), who will perform at the Outdoor festival of the 
arts on Saturday, jan. 31. tickets can be purchased on the festival's website.
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